FULL SCORE

The Distant Shore

Three Songs of Australia

Gene Milford

INSTRUMENTATION

1-FULL SCORE

1-PICCOLO

3-1st FLUTE

3-2nd FLUTE

2-OBOE

4-1st CLARINET in Bb

4-2nd CLARINET in Bb

4-3rd CLARINET in Bb

2-BASS CLARINET in B>
2-BASSOON

2-1st ALTO SAXOPHONE in Eb
2-2nd ALTO SAXOPHONE in Eb
2-TENOR SAXOPHONE in B>
1-BARITONE SAXOPHONE in Eb
3-1st TRUMPET in Bb

3-2nd TRUMPET in Bb

3-3rd TRUMPET in Bb

Grade 3
Duration: Approx. 5 Minutes

1-1st HORN in F
1-2nd HORN in F
1-3rd HORN in F
1-4th HORN in F
2-TROMBONE 1
2-TROMBONE 2
2-TROMBONE 3
3-EUPHONIUM in Treble or Bass Clef*
4-TUBA

1- STRING BASS
1-TIMPANI

2-MALLET PERCUSSION: Orchestra Bells,
Marimba, Xylophone

2- SNARE DRUM, BASS DRUM
3-PERCUSSION: Metal Plate or Ship’s Bell,

Crash Cymbals, Triangle, Tambourine, Tam-tam,
Suspended Cymbal

*Printed back-to-back
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Program Notes

Three traditional Australian folk songs comprise this eclectic medley. At once melodic, rhythmic, and harmonically
adventuresome, the work is both a valid teaching tool and an artistic venture.

About the Composer

Gene F. Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The University of Akron. An
instrumental music teacher with over 30 years of experience including 23 at Edgewood High School in Ashtabula, Ohio,
he conducted bands which consistently received superior ratings at Ohio Music Education Association sponsored events
and performed at state and national professional conferences. In addition, numerous nationally known guest conductors
and soloists have performed with his bands, including John O’Reilly, John Kinyon, Claude T. Smith, James Curnow,
Clare Grundman, Rex Mitchell, Robert Fleming, Craig Kirchoff, Robert Jorgensen, and Mark Kelly, among others. Dr.
Milford earned his Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University and was the recipient of a University Fellowship
(1998). He has served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator throughout the state, and his articles on music
education have appeared in Triad, Dialogues in Instrumental Music Education and Contributions to Music Education.

Performance Suggestions

Balancing the melody foremost is, of course, the most important element to a successful performance, however, several
other factors come into play that should not be neglected. Rhythms should be articulated clearly and precisely, with
forward movement so that the tempo does not drag. Chords and accompaniment figures must also be balanced properly.
This is best done from the bottom up, which will go a long way to ensuring accurate intonation.
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